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Part I.  Listening 

Task 1. You will hear a man talking on the radio about unusual sports. For sentences 1 - 5, choose 

the best answer, A, B or C. For questions 1 – 5, circle your answer in the answer sheet. You will hear 

the recording twice. 

1. When Mike saw a chess boxing 

match, he was surprised by 

A how skilled the competitors were at both parts of the 

sport. 

B  how much fun the competitors were having. 

C  how aggressive the competitors were.  

2. Having read about octopushing, 

Mike finds it difficult to believe 

that 

A  players do not have to hold their breath for long 

intervals. 

B  a high level of fitness is not required to play it. 

C  it is an exciting sport to watch.  

3. What is Mike’s criticism of sports 

like wife 

carrying?  

A They are not suitable for young children. 

B They should not really be called sports. 

C They are not worth taking seriously  

4. Mike is so annoyed by these kinds 

of sports because 

A  they are meant for children only 

B  they are rather absurd 

C  they upset the people who watch them 

5. How does Mike feel about the 

human triumphs in the Man Versus 

Horse Marathon?  

A They are very surprising. 

B They deserve more recognition. 

C They are unlikely to be repeated.  

 
(Total 5 marks) 

Task 2.  Listen to the article about Harriet.  Read the statements (6 - 11) and decide if the 

statements agree with the information in the passage (TRUE), contradict the information in the 

passage (FALSE), or if there is no information on this (NOT STATED). For questions 6 - 11, circle your 

answer in the answer sheet. You will hear the recording twice. 

6. In fact, Harriet wasn’t a female. TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

7. Harriet got to Britain thanks to Charles Darwin. TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

8. In Britain she lived in the Botanical Gardens. TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

9. When she was brought to Australia Zoo, Harriet 
weighed over a hundred kilos 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

10. The zoo visitors adored Harriet. TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

11. One or two tortoises seem to have outlived 
Harriet. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

 

(Total 6 marks) 
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Part II. Reading 

Task 1. You are going to read an article in which four people talk about their lifestyles. For 
questions 1-10, choose from the people (A-D). The people may be chosen more than once.  
For questions 1 – 10, write your answer in the answer sheet. 
 

Which person 
 

 

admits to having an untidy house? 1) ___________ 

could not imagine doing any other type of work? 2) ___________ 

likes the unpredictable nature of their work? 3) ___________ 

is not particularly keen on taking exercise?   4) ___________ 

says they start the day like many other people? 

does not have to go far to get to their place of work?        

5)___________  
 

6)____________ 

never has any trouble getting to sleep? 7) ___________ 

used to feel lonely while working? 8) ___________ 

says that people have the wrong idea about their work? 9) ___________ 

would prefer to go to bed earlier on many occasions 10) __________ 

(Total 10 marks) 

This is your life 

A Colin Dobson: television and stage actor 

Normally I get out of  bed around midday. I’ll sometimes go for a run after I get up, though 

it’s not really my idea of fun. I’m not a fitness fan, but I realize it’s important. 

When I’m not rehearsing or on tour, afternoons usually involve reading scripts or learning 

lines. My wife and two sons are also actors, so at home there are usually scripts lying all over 

the place. It’s a bit of a mess, I’m ashamed to say. I’m passionate about history, and if I’m 

working away from home, I spend the afternoons in museums or historic buildings. I always 

get to the theatre at the last minute, which annoys my co-actors, but I don’t like arriving 

anywhere early. 

After a performance I eat and spend a few hours unwinding, so bedtime is often two or three 

in the morning. I always fall asleep as soon as my head hits the pillow.  
 

B Jodie Miller: potter 

Before I started renting the workshop at the open-air museum, I would crawl out of bed in 

the morning, get dressed and go straight into the garage, which I’d converted into a studio. 

Now I get the train and a bus, so I have to get up early and my morning routine is dull and 

conventional, the same one that’s played out in millions of households. 

On the plus side, though, I get to meet lots of people: there are the museum visitors that 

come into the workshop every day to watch me working, the other craftspeople – the broom 

maker, the blacksmith or the glassblower – and I also give classes. Working at home was a 
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solitary business and I hated the fact that I would often go for days without speaking to 

anyone. 

I get lots of requests for personalized mugs, and evenings are spent packaging up orders to 

send out the next day. I often get to bed later than I would like.  
 

C Janie Collins: farm vet 

I used to have a dog and we’d go running together most mornings, but I gave him to my 

mum in the end. I tend to be out all day visiting farms and it wasn’t fair to leave him alone. 

So now I don’t get as much exercise as I’d like to. 

I love my job, especially the variety and not knowing what you’ll be doing from one day to 

the next. But being a vet – any type of vet – is not what people think. It’s not all cuddly 

lambs and cute little pigs. We have to do some pretty unpleasant things sometimes, things 

which would put you off working with animals for life. 

My mum wants to know when I’m going to settle down with someone, but there’s no room 

for a dog in my life, so I  don’t see how I’ll be able to fit marriage in. 

 

 D Mark Fudge: fisherman 

My flat overlooks the port, so it’s just a short walk to the Ellie May. That’s our boat, the 

place I think of as home. I get lonely if I’m away from her for longer than a week or so – the 

crew is like a family to me. 

I’m one of four deckhands, which means that the first mate – the second in command after 

the captain – gets us to do cleaning and maintenance work as well as pulling in the nets, then 

washing, salting, icing and storing the fish. We work hard – six hours on, six hours off, six 

hours on, six hours off – every day for seven weeks. It’s tough, but I can’t see myself in any 

other profession. There’s nothing else I’d rather do. 

 
Task  2.  Read the article below the writer talks about why people enjoy doing things that are 
potentially bad for them.  For  questions  11 - 15,  choose  the  answer  (A-D)  which  you  think  fits  

best according to the text. Write the correct letter in the answer sheet.  

 

Chasing the highs 

1  

'That which does not kill us makes us stronger,' wrote Friedrich Nietzsche, the German  

philosopher, conceptualizing the idea that suffering is an inevitable and essential part of life. 

Is this still true when we bring the misfortune upon ourselves, and end up with metal pins in 

our joints? A few weeks ago I heard of an old school friend (to be known here as Dave) who 

ended up with fractures in both ankles and his left wrist after failing to keep his grip while 

free climbing. My reaction, initially, was to grimace, but then I got round to wondering why 

a man of his age would be risking life and limb on a sheer rock face. I can't help feeling he 

was showing off, under the delusion that at 40 he was at his physical peak. His mother 

refused to pay a hospital visit, reportedly disgusted at his egoistic risk-taking, although surely 

this is the person she brought him up to be. 
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2 

So what is the allure of extreme sports and living life on the edge? According to recent 

research, we can blame it all on dopamine, the chemical which helps control the brain's  

reward and pleasure centres. It's responsible for providing a sense of contentment after a 

meal or that ecstatic feeling when our soccer team wins. It's also responsible for the high we 

feel when we do something brave, like swimming with sharks. Studies show that in the risk-

taker's brain, there are fewer dopamine-inhibiting receptors. In other words, the Daves of this 

world have brains more saturated with the chemical, meaning they'll keep taking risks and 

chasing the next high. The researchers are now working on a treatment, yet I don't envisage 

much uptake from the daredevils 'suffering' this condition. 

3 

People don't just do this sort of thing in their free time, though. Last night, I happened across 

a battered Brad Pitt-lookalike flying across my TV screen, explosions still firing off in the 

background. This was 'Body Double', 35 a cut-above-the-rest documentary about the lives of 

stuntmen and women that stand in for the stars. Ironically, as a behind-the-scenes look at a 

career in Hollywood, nothing felt staged; rare for modern television. But it was the quieter 

moments of candid reflection that stood out, with some of the doubles expressing their 

anxiety to the presenter over the longevity of their career. This is hardly surprising, given the 

amount of physical punishment that is continuously self-inflicted: neck injuries, burns, torn 

ligaments; the list goes on. The last word went to Jake, who'd quit his promising career as an 

actor, and had been lured into stunt work because, as he put it, there'd be no dull moments. 

The famed camaraderie that exists amongst those in the profession was also a big drawcard, 

and perhaps it's this that keeps him signing contracts, despite his wife's protestations. 

4 

While hurtling at 100 mph towards the ground or leaping across rooftops will never be my 

thing, I confess to a love of horror movies. I take curious and enormous pleasure from being 

half-scared to death, to the point where I'm near-paralysed. Looking at the growth of the 

horrorflick industry, I'm not alone. But why do we do it? One explanation is that when you're 

on the edge of your cinema seat, you can benefit from what seems a life-or-death situation, 

with the advantage of realizing, a mere moment later and with joyful relief, that it's not. From 

the evolutionary perspective, it's been suggested that we've developed to find terrifying 

moments mesmerizing so as to ensure that we study would-be threats to survival. There's 

little research to back this up, though. 

5  

Taking pleasure from activities which are potentially harmful or terrifying to ourselves is one 

thing; deriving it from the misfortune of others is quite another. The Germans refer to this 

phenomenon as Schadenfreude, a concept that other languages may not have an equivalent 

single word for, but which seems to be nonetheless understood by the inhabitants of today's 

'global village'. 

What with the exponential rise of internet video clips, it is now possible to view the 

humiliation of thousands of strangers on demand. If you want to see someone diving 

unwittingly into a frozen lake, it's online. How about a man being  attacked by an angry 

deer? Click on 'Play'. As a form of entertainment, it says little for human evolution. But as 

life becomes more comfortable, and  in a society where most of our basic needs are met, one 

has to wonder what new thrills we'll seek out next, and what we're prepared to sacrifice for 

that ephemeral feel-good factor. 
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11.  After the writer had reflected 

on the news about his old school 

friend Dave, 

 

A. he felt some disapproval towards his behaviour. 

B. he was envious of his active lifestyle. 

C. he felt the accident was undeserved.  

D. he was sympathetic to Dave's mother's point of view. 

12. When discussing dopamine and 

extreme sports, the writer puts 

forward the view that 

 

A. the findings of the dopamine research are hardly 

surprising. 

B. a lack of dopamine cannot fully account for the desire 

to live dangerously. 

C. risk-takers are unlikely to want their dopamine levels 

reduced. 

D. dopamine has a greater effect on the human body than 

some people think. 

13. Why did Jake become a 

stuntman? 

A. He liked the idea of working within a group of 

friendly people. 

B. He had been encouraged to have a go by others in the 

field. 

C. He had had unrealistic expectations about the nature 

of the job. 

D. He had been unsuccessful in an earlier line of work. 

14. In the fourth paragraph, the 

writer is 

 

A encouraging readers to experience horror movies for 

themselves. 

B questioning the claims of people studying horror 

movies. 

C downplaying the effect of horror movies on audiences. 

D suggesting explanations for why people find horror 

movies enjoyable.. 

15. The writer mentions internet 

video clips to illustrate his 

suggestion that 

 

A there is an element of risk in everything we do. · 

B the kind of risks people take may well become more 

extreme. 

C the majority of people are not amused by other 

people's suffering. 

D it makes more sense to laugh at other people's 

embarrassment than our own. 
(Total 5 marks) 
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Part III. Use of English 

Task 1. Read the text below. Use the words given in capitals to form a word that fits the gap. For 

questions 1 – 10, write your answer in the answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

Why you can't say no to certain foods 

 

Are you a chocoholic or a fast food addict? Don't blame yourself - certain foods can trigger 

an (0)…… eating ….. EAT binge, but there are ways to control the (1) ........................ 

CRAVE. Even if you're a fairly disciplined (2) ........................ EAT, there are sure to be 

foods you'll have no (3) .................................. RESIST to. For some it's a bar of chocolate, 

for others a burger. You probably think there's no one to blame but your weak-willed self. 

But the reassuring truth is that when it comes to controlling your junk food intake, the odds 

are (4) ........................HEAVY stacked against you. High-fat, high-sugar foods can act like 

an (5) ....................... ADDICT drug, making us crave even more of the same. In the States, 

where (6) .................................... OBESE  rates are reaching epidemic proportions, there's 

even a group called Junk Food Anonymous, which aims to help people recover from their (7) 

........................................... DEPEND  on synthetic or refined food. Fat is often added to 

food to make it more palatable so it's a good way of making (8) .................................... 

EXPENSE, bland food seem tastier. Another reason certain foods are so (9) 

............................................ RESIST is that they have a very real effect on our mood, 

making us feel more relaxed. 

Our eating habits develop when we are young and as we move into adulthood the chocolate 

that we were rewarded with as a young child becomes a guilty (10) ................................ 

INDULGE . 

We might feel we've earned the right to treat ourselves after a hard day at work, for example. 

Past  associations can reinforce bad eating habits that are difficult to break free from. 
(Total 20 marks) 

 
Task 2. Read the following text and decide which answer (A-D) best fits each space.  For questions  
11 – 22, write letters A – D on the answer sheet.  
 

Hospitality 
 
Hospitality – looking after visitors – is universal but in different cultures hosts are (11) 

________  to receive guests in different ways. 

In much of the ancient (12) ________ it was the custom to provide passing travellers (13) 

________ food and water. Today some old customs have (14) ________ . In a traditional 

Japanese household, if a guest admires a particular object in the house, the host will (15) 

________ to give it to the guest straightaway. And in parts of Russia guests are greeted with 

bread and salt on a special cloth. The guest is (16) ________ to kiss them and hand them 

back to the host. Sometimes the guest breaks (17) ________ a small piece of bread, 18) 

________  it in the salt and eats it. 

In some countries, when (19) ________  guests arrive from abroad, they may feel they have 

been given a particularly (20) ________ meal. But this is probably because the host politely 

offers more and more food and drink and the guest is (21) ________ embarrassed to (22) 

________ anything down. 
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11) A. hoped B. considered C. expected D. intended 

12) A. globe B. earth C. world D. planet 

13) A. with B. for C. by D. about 

14) A. supported B. survived C. preserved D. existed 

15) A. provide B. fancy C. consider D. want 

16) A. needed B. demanded C. required D. desired 

17) A. off   B. down   C. out     D. in 

18) A. dips   B. drops   C. dives     D. touches 

19) A. strange   B. foreign C. alien    D. unfamiliar 

20) A. strong B. dense  C. wide D. heavy 

21) A. hardly   B. such C. too   D. that 

22) A. slow  B. turn    C. keep D. take 

(Total 12 marks) 

 

Task 3. Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only one word 
for each space.  For  questions  23 - 37,  write  the  correct  word  on  the  answer  sheet.  There is an 
example at the beginning (0).  
 

 The limits of magic in Harry Potter 

 
Before publishing (0) __the__ first "Harry Potter" novel, J.K. Rowling spent five years 

establishing the limitations (23) ........................ . magic; determining what it could and could 

(24) ......................... do. "The most important thing to decide when you're creating a fantasy 

world," she said in 2000, "is what the characters CAN'T do." (25) ……………. instance, 

while it is possible to conjure things out (26) .................... thin air, it is far more tricky to 

create something that fits an exact specification ( 27) ……………….. than a general one; 

moreover, any objects so conjured tend not ( 28) ....................... last. 

It is also impossible to resurrect the dead. Dead bodies can be enchanted to do a living 

wizard's bidding, but these bodies remain mere puppets and have ( 29) ........................... 

souls. It is also possible via the rare Priori Incantatem effect to converse ( 30) ...................... 

........ ghost-like "shadows" of  magically murdered people. The Resurrection Stone also 

allows one to talk ( 31) ......................  the dead, but those brought back by the Stone are not 

corporeal, ( 32) .........................  do they wish to be disturbed from their peaceful rest. 

Likewise, it is impossible to make oneself immortal ( 33) .............................. one makes ( 34) 

........................... of a mystical object of great power to sustain life. If one were to possess the 

three Deathly Hallows, ( 35) ........................  is fabled that they would possess the tools to 

become the "master of death". ( 36) .............................. , a true "master of death" is to ( 37) 

..............................  willing to accept that death is inevitable. 
(Total 30 marks) 
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Part IV. Cultural Knowledge 

Task 1. Choose the correct answer A-C. For questions 1 – 5, circle your answer (A – C) in the answer 

sheet. 

1)  Elizabeth II is NOT the monarch of which 

country? 

 

A. Canada 
B. Australia 
C. India 

 
2) Which English band, formed in 1962, has released 

over 100 singles and performed a stunning concert, 

completely free, to 1.5 million people on Copacabana 

Beach, Rio de Janeiro in 2006? 

 

A. The Rolling Stones 

B. The Beatles 
C. Queen 

3) Which charming doctor in Robert Louis Stevenson's 

story of 1886 turns into a monstrous murderer at 

night? 

 

A. Dr Jeckyll 
B. Dr House 
C. Dr Who 

4) What name is the US president’s plane known by? A.     Marine One 
B.     Air Force One 
C.     Sky Blue One 

 
5) Which offbeat actor has played a pirate, a chocolate 

factory owner, and a man who has scissors instead 

of hands? 

A. Brad Pitt 
B. Johnny Depp 
C. Jim Carry 

(Total 5 marks)  


